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HOLLAND'SP
Holland Desires Peace for lts
Own Sake, and No Offer of
Gain from Either Side Will
Bribe Her Into War,
Asserts a Noted
Hollander.

Wo know very well that in
apite of our limited forees we
would be an ally not to be
despiced, but we also know
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What, then, is the Dt fooling? 1 shall titanic empires now locked in a death grapple
attemp exnlain it in diseussing the for world deminion. Nevertheless, precisely
why. accarding to v, Wells, Holland because Europe's titans are thus deadlocked,
; he watr. and in doing | shall its pvemies have acquired a political and mili-
wih oninior d depict only the tary importance unknown in normal times. If
- people, witl sd nraise he scales be only weighted evenly enough a
may send the balance one way or the
: other. Thus a quite minor power may con-
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first, from o f and o in the course of events, especially if such a
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”"" i il”_; : II.“ ‘. ) Lying, as it does, between the European main-
I Ll Opie, 10 Wwaom SUE 3 b Y i and the Scandinavian Peninsula, the guns
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dence of the smaller states from being ruth-
lessly trodden under foot. In this way some

the world, its wealth proportionately consid-
erable, and in the last analysis it could put into
line some 200,000 men who, unless Danish mili-
tary history be at fault, would prove them-
selves most excellent soldiers. Thus we sce
that such questions as how Denmark feels to-
ward the war and what she purposes to do are
by no mean idle queries,

First of all, then, how does Denmark feel
bout the war? The answer is that most Danes
want with all their hiearts to keep out of it, and
that they have no desire to see their trim, pros-
Allies for the wrong done to Belg ; perous little land turned into a cockpit of war.
a thing is done at once or it is never done at “The Danish pecple,” writes the eminent Dan-
all. ish scholar, L. V. Birck, of the University of
“sincerely desires to remain neu-

Was it the general feeling of the Duteh

Evidently not. These utterances were
The poor, brave Belgians were
ervedly

home.

people?
soon hushed.
pitied for the sufferings they had unde:
to endure; they were charitably received and
supported when helpless they eame 1o our
country in great numbers; but for the rest we
then passively watched the course of events.
And should we now choose the side of tl

Copenhagen,
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many”: it can “deliver a conclusive hlow,” tral, and this desire, founded on a very strong
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“finish Germany.” You have only, Mr. Wells wish for peace, has certainly not been weak-
suggests, “to look at the map” to see that, If ened by the course of events.

However, just because a people may have no
t{ desire to enter a war is no proof that

Holland does not intervene, the war will Ins
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Holland should make war on Germany It HIEEEIONEs becomes important to know how
: Danieh public opirion regards the combatants

But the Dutch do mnot consider ourseives in the present contlict.  This in practice means
such good strategists that, like Mr. We W tow Dares regard England and Germany. the
venture by a single “look at the map" to judes ~ly two great powers with whom Denmark
the value of our military position in this war, stands in close relationship. The answer to
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“‘For gain we will indeed not make wor. We Dutch not
only wish for no ‘aggrandizement for the scke of apgrandize-
ment,’ bu! we wish Ffor no aggrandizement for any reason

whatever.”
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““As for our territory, we are small as it may be, ‘un
peuple satisfait.” Perhaps the Englisl cannct understand
such a popular feeling.
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“‘Incidents that arise fram the acrimonious way in which
the war is conducted will not induce Hollan? to take partin
it, however oppressive they may sometimes be to her interests.”
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. . . “it will not be Holland, but one of the belligerents

that involves the Datch in the war.

E

“‘Holland desires peace for the sake of peace itself.  Per-
haps the belligerents cannot cas Iy appreciafe thsattitude.”

Professor A. A. H. Struycken.
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s the Case for Another of the Pygmy Nations

Harm They Have Done ler.

this query appears to be that Denmark has
listinct aversicn to both her great
that this political antipathy is
wted by those conciliating fac-
intercourse and intimate eco-

REMEMBER AGGRESSION,

Had Denmark netther intellectual nor eco-
ommerce with England and Germany

her attiude toward them would to-day prob-
ably be a rather vengeful “a plague on both
vour houses,” for the saddest pages in modern
Danivh Wistory are due to British and German
rression. During the l2st great European cat-
the Napoleonic wars, England pun-

} nark's refusal to abandon her neu-
trality and enter the strogale on Britain's side by
twice bombarding Copenhagen, deitroying the
h fleet and carrying offi everything
ng. As for the Teutons, just hity
vears a Prussia, acting as the executor of
the wiil ¢f the German people, made war on
Lenmark, and | bloody battles

forced the exhausted little nation to cede the

nomi

whole D

worth ta

after sey

nrize zimed at, the duchies of Schleswig and
IHalstein iy the Danish people neither of

these agaressions has been either forgotten or
forgiven, as is well shown by Danish utter-
ances during the European crises of the last
decade 2nd during the present war. At the
time of the great crisis of 1905, when England
! Germany alike put pressure on Denmark
by sending bhattle tleets 1o pay “friendly” calls
at Copenhagen, Denmark’s leading newspaper,
the "Politiken,” replied to these threats in the
following impartial vein: “We shall receive
both [eets courteously, and with no illusions.
gland has bombarded Copenhagen, Ger-
many has dismembered our territory. We know
that both things may bappen again.” That

shown by the wards of Professor Birck: "The

! sentiments of the Danes are marked
bitterness toward the great powers
as such: history teaches us to expect nothing
i from those quarters: we know that to-
ward us they will adopt whatever attitude may
be dictated Ly their ambitions and their selfish
appetites.”

Forturately for the world's peace, however,
the rancors of old wrongs are usually soft-
ened by such moliifying facters as intellectual
intercourse and economic exchange, which lead
peoples to judge their neighbors by the light
of present symp-thies as well as by past prej-
udices, The impertance of cultural ties in the
formation of national public opinion is strik-
ingly exemplified in the case of Denmark. For
over a generation the relaticns between Danish

and German intellectual and artistic life have
been growing more and more intimate. Dan-
ish scholars, litterateurs and artists have met
with warm sympathy and appreciation at the
hands of the German public, while German art
and thought have in their turn exerted a pro-
found reflex influence on Danish cultural life.

I:I—ZIII.':II REANDES,
Accordingly, it is not surprising to find that
in the present war a majority of the Danish
“intellectuals’” are pro-German. Notable
among these for the strength of their convic-
tions are Johannes Jensen and the novelist
Karl Larsen. Highly instructive is the atti-
tude of Georz Brandes, the best known Danish
figure to the English speaking world, At
the time of the European cvisis of 1905, Bran-
dés advised an English alliance in caze of a
European war. To-day he is far from holding
the same sentiments, if we may judge from his
famous break with Monsieur Clemenceau. That
eminent French politician and publicist had
long entertained an intelle atimacy with
Brardés. Noticing that his Danish friend
avoided political topics in his letters since the
outbreak of the war, Clemenceau urged him to
unbosom himself on these subjects, asking
specifically for Brandes's opinion as to the
charges of German atrocities and as to whether
Denmark would take Schleswig if Germany
were defeated To these questions Brandeés
answered that at such a mement he preferred
to reserve judgment on all charges and that as
to the Danish speaking portions of Schleswig,
Denmark would not take them from a crushed
and humiliated Germany, but only as the free
gift of Germany. Whereupon Monsieur Cle-
menceau angrily broke ctf the friendship in his
widely noted open letter, "Farewell, Brandes,”
and further stigmatized the Danes as a “pride-
less people.”

PRUSSIAN POLICY IN SCHLESWIG.

That there is to-day a rrajority of Danish
writers wha are strongly anu-German seems
principally due to the blunders of the Pressian
government in its treatment of the Danish
speaking population of Scaleswig. The vast
majority of the inhabitants of Schleswig-Hol-
stein are German in language and in blood.
Out of some 1,700,000 souls only about 150,000
are Danish speaking, and these are compactly
massed in the districts just south of the present
Danish f{rontier. That

th
pezsants could present the el

his small handiul of
htest
overwhelming Ger-
man majority is unthinkable, yet the Prussian
government has attempted to Germanize the
Schleswig Danes with as much thoroughness
as it has the Poles of Posen or the Franco-

nolitical

or cultural danger to the
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Denmark will walk softly, but well armed—(King Christian X on the horse with white nose in the toreground. )

With Germany defeated
and weakened, a powerful
Triple Alliance, consisting
of  France, Belgium and
Holland, eould seeure peace
for good and all. But Hol-
tand would get more; Eng-
and, France and Belgium
would guarantee the possecs-
sion of her eolonivs should
an  Asiatic power at any
time view them with a long-
ing eyd,

Thuz, “eclearly and at-
tractively,” Mr. Wells pict-
ures to us “the prize of
allinnee.”

What awaits us if we re-
main neutral? We will con-
tinue what we are, but lone-
v and friendless.  Germany
\;'i-'! not be our friend, sinee
we have not shown sufficient
enthusiasm for the Teutonic
hratherhood. Unless Hol-
land extends as
Alliez Germany will not
he completely defeated, but
still ghe will be defented to

an extent that France

istance to

the

such

Against Both England and Germany for the

The result of this
that the memory
been kept alive in

nhiles of Alsace-Leorraine.

| senseless policy 1

stupid a
of the war with Prussia has
many Danish hearts, and that to-day there is a
small but aggressive grodp (the so-called “Na-
tionalists™) who ning the Allies and
But for Prussian

vocate )

uld be no such
the fact that the
mally expect

tactlessness there certan

party, as is best proved by
two classes which one would
to find in the "Nationalist” ranks (the aristoc-
racy and the army) appear to be more pro than
anti German. Social relations between the
German and Danish arist very
close, and frequent intermarriages have made
many great families like the Buelows, the We-
dels and the Moltkes truly Dano-German. It
ber that the great
in his career as an

racies are

is interegting to rem
Moltke of 1870 fame begns
officer in the Danish army. Also it should
not he forgotten that the royal family is itself
of German origin. As [or the army, its pro-
fessional spirit is nurtured exciusively on Ger-
man sources, The Danish cfficer who fought

the Prussians half a century ago was trained

along French lines, but here, as in so many
other fields, Denmark has fallen within the
German orhit, and the Danish officer of to-day
rakes his professional outlock from Berlin,

The profound influence of Germany on Dan-
ish cultural life is nowhere more manifest than
in the attitude of Denmark’s “advanced” ele-
ments toward the war, For the last decade
Denmark has been going through a very rapid
political and social transiormation which has
written some exceedingly radical measures
upon her statute books and which has given
the bollot to women by the recent universal
stufrage amendment to the Danish constitu-
tion. One might say ofthand that this would
denote the sympathies of Danish radicals be-
ing for England and her present radical admin-
than for Germany with her
more conservative regime, As a matter of

istration rather

fact, however, it does not work out that way.
The Danish radicals and socialists have always
been in the closest touch with the correspond-
ing German circles, and German rather than
English goals of political and social evolution
seem to be their ideal, The present Danish
government is strongly radical-socialist (those
rarties having a strong majority in the Danish
parliament), and its certainly

ns of being either pro-British or

attitude has

IOWn no i
anti-German.

We thus see that cultural intercourse has
tended to draw Denmark far more toward
Germany than toward England. As to the
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Not Friecndless, as H. G, Well.*
Declares, She Will Keep Hep
Head in Spite of Oppres.
sive Incidents Arising
from Acrimonious
Conduct of the War,

and Belgium will obtain their aggrand:

of territory. There will ensue a tom
calm, which Germany will make use of o
new her strength. When she thinks the timg
has come for her to take veageance on her
arch enemy, England, she will not request v,
nocent passage” for her submarines angd aero.
planes from our stronger southern neighbory,
but from us. And, besides, if an Asani
makes a grab at our colonies we shal] stand
alone. According to Mr. Wells,

A decision for Holland seems easy, and yat
a few people hesitate. But a great majority
of the people do not; therefore Holland p,
mains neutral, To be sure, many a Duteh,

man anxiously asks himself by what means iy
the future our national cxistence and the por.
manent posgession of our colonie t b ge.
cured. For more than a ventury trad tinn hag
kept Holland out of the groat internationg)
politics, and, in the opinion of hir peopls, she
has had no reason to regret it. Nor has the

present war given them cause
this tradition.

Fenounse

We know that the possil Mr. Wells da

picts m be realized, but there may be imag.
ined other possibilitics which would justify g
course of action different f one ha
recommends. Holland abstains from all ealey
lation of chances of this Kind, ki out of
international politics and remains what she i
—na peaceful, neutral nation that sometime
dreams of playving in the future a fing par
in the development of internat aw, b

does not wish to take part in the sty
power in the community of nations

iggle for

For gain we will indeed not ma r. M.
Yells thinks that thousands of D ven will
contemplate with pleasure and approval the
rounded-off frontiers of t! territory, as

traced by him on the map, How gr evously
he is mistaken! We Duteh not v wish fer
no “aggrandizement for the sake of aggran.
dizement” but we wish for no agerandizement
at all, for any reason whatever, As regands
our territory, we are, small as it may be, *us
peuple satisfait."

tand such

¥ must bes

Perhapa the English cannot
a popular fecling; that it exist

lieve my statement, DPerhaj think oar
satisfaction with our present pocition a sign
of inferiority, just as man) Gorman eon.
sidered it a sign of inferiority that we did not
embr with enthusiasm the German cause.
Such iweiam, however, is alile to induce

the Dutch people to change their course of ae

tion.

For a vear now the war has continued, and”
the time has been long en t w Hal
land what it wishes. =he waits o L My

She will nat
pelled to do so. Mr. Wi
ituation will not arise,

tain peace,

tion is materially strong as regard

anid morally strong as regards the Allw

is also the opinion of many people in H yland
They think that for Germar ral

land, guarding its wesatern front, 15 10 b pres
ferred to a hostile Holland, i= i d of mors
worth perhaps than an allied Holl open to
an invasion of the Allies, would nd they
also believe that England, which took up srms
to defend Belgium's integrity, will never die
grace herself by violating Holland's neutrality,
which, besides, is also of great importance to
the Allies,

Holland will maintain peace as long a8 Hale
land herself is not menaced, Ir nts that
arise from the acrimonious way in which the
war is conducted will not induce her to take
part in it, however oppres ; Somes
“idents

times be to her interests, un
should be proofs of malevolent it
Then, indeed, it will 1
of the belligerents that
ewar. Weare n

v, and for that rea
lized permanently.

ard her,
but oni

Duteh in

ngr with sucl

ir army 4

a [;l---n‘.:
kept mobi

Holland desires peace ke of pest®
itself. Perhaps the be te t easily
appreciate this attitude, hecause they acrifice
g0 much in the strugle for what they deem
their right and their duty. We Dutch on¥

or the s

reronis

hape that the time will soon come when the
helligerents, too, will appreciate the fuct that
it of the

on thia little strip of land, in the mid
atrocities of war, the banner of peae
tir | waving, and we are confl

peace is restored Holland will not |
und friendless as Mr. Wells would
believe, The future alone eun

we are mistaken.

petites, '
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The Case for Denmark

“The Danish prople will not display those jackal instincté
nesded ta permit it to throw itse!f at the last momunt upeh
the dving lion. '

“QOur intentions ?
suffice; we want peace.”

““History teaches us to expect nothing good fro
quarters (the great powers)."”

“We know that toward us they will adopt whatever al-
titude may be dictated by their ambitions and thewr selfi h ap-

“"Europe’s pygmivs have acquired a political and mulitary
importance urfnown in normal times.’
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